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Undergraduate Admissions Leadership
Columbus campus
• Julee Conrad

Director, Admissions Operations
• Nancy Gibson

Director, Outreach & Recruitment
• David L. Roy

Director, Academic & Access Strategies

Lima campus
• Georgia Bass

Director of Enrollment

Mansfield campus
• Jennifer Fry

Director of Enrollment 

Marion campus
• Ashley Marsh

Director of Enrollment

Newark campus
• Wes Grunden

Director of Enrollment

Ohio State CFAES 
Wooster campus
• David Dietrich

Director, Enrollment 
ServicesDirector, Regional Campus 

Recruitment Strategies and 
Initiatives
• Diane Kanney

Undergraduate Admissions
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AU24 Entering Class Highlights
By the numbers
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New First Year Columbus Campus  

Autumn 2018 Autumn 2024 Difference

72,784

Applications

Admits

79,266 +2,503

24,945 44,079

+2,790

+8,528

Autumn 2023

76,763

35,551

New First Year 
Class  

7,851 7,983

Complete 
Applications 48,033

52,542

69,994

Undergraduate Admissions

9, 530 +1,547
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New First Year Regional campuses

Autumn 2024 Difference

Applications

Admits

Enrolled

Autumn 2023

Complete 
Applications

First Choice 
applicants 

2,706 +604 (+28.7%)

2,237 +405 (+22.1%)

1,216 +111 (+10%)

2,093

1,832

1,105

2,706 +600 (+28.7%)

2,102
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New First-Year Residential Status Columbus campus 

Top 5:
• Franklin
• Cuyahoga
• Delaware
• Hamilton
• Summit

Top 5:
• New York
• Illinois
• New Jersey
• Pennsylvania
• California

International (9%)
• 41 countries of 

citizenship
Top 5:
• China
• India
• Taiwan
• Republic of Korea
• Canada

Domestic 
non-residents (27%)

Ohio residents 
(64%)

87 Ohio counties 
represented
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Transfer Students Columbus Campus

Autumn 2024 Difference

Applications

Admits

Enrolled

Autumn 2023

Complete 
Applications

5,126

+305 (+8.5%)

3,411 +297 (+9.5%)

1,804 +67 (+3.9%)

4,714

3,114

1,737

3,587 3,892

+412 (+8.7%)

Undergraduate Admissions



Undergraduate Admissions 
Application Updates
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Application completion requirements 

Common Application 
• $60 application fee or application fee waiver; $70 fee for 

international applicants
• Official high school transcript(s)
• Official ACT or SAT scores (optional for 2025)
• Approved curriculum certification for home school students

Application components must be received by the application deadline to be 
considered on time

Undergraduate Admissions
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Regional 1st choice completion 
requirements - NEW 

OSU Application 
• $60 application fee or application fee waiver
• Application for admission (with confirmation that student 

will graduate from high school)
• Approved curriculum certification for home school students
• Official high school transcript(s)needed only for enrollment 

or scholarship consideration

Undergraduate Admissions
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Regional 1st choice application fee waiver

Who: students applying to an OSU regional campus 
directly

When: Apply between Oct. 1 and Dec. 1

How: Use RCW2025 during this period to waive the fee

Note: it takes a few days to remove the application fee from the checklist

Undergraduate Admissions

14



Changes to the Common Application: 
  

 
    

• There are no changes to the Common 
Application questions or essay prompts for 
the 2025 application cycle.

• Applicants are still able to elaborate on 
“community disruptions” such as Covid-19, 
natural disasters, or other personal events. 

Undergraduate Admissions
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Changes to the 
Common 
Application: 
Ohio State questions: 
Honors & Scholars

Undergraduate Admissions
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Changes to the Common Application: 
Ohio State questions: Pre-Majors

Added Pre for 
the following:
• Design
• Health and 

Rehabilitation 
Sciences

• Nursing

Undergraduate Admissions
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Changes to the 
Common 

Application: 
Ohio State 

questions: Pre-
Majors

Undergraduate Admissions

18



Enhance student experience: Changes to 
the OSU Applicant Center 

Undergraduate Admissions



Enhance student experience: Changes to the 
OSU Applicant Center
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Application deadline dates  

Early action
• November 1, 2024, required to apply and complete the application to be considered for 

most university merit scholarships, including Stamps Eminence Scholarship Program and 
College of Nursing Direct Enrollment Pathway

• Strongly recommend to apply by November 1 to be considered for the Morrill Scholarship 
Program, the Honors and Scholars Programs, Land Grant Opportunity Scholarship, and 
consideration for majors within the College of Engineering 

Regular decision
• January 15, 2025, is the final submission deadline

Undergraduate Admissions
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Application deadlines and decision 
release dates (NFYS): 
Columbus campus

Regional campuses, notification is on a rolling basis

Application 
Completion 
Deadline Notification Dates Reply Date

Early Action November 1 Dec 13 – Ohio Residents and Stamps Eminence 
applicants
Jan 24 – Domestic Non-residents and 
International 

May 1

Regular Decision January 15 March 7 – all regular decision and early action 
defers

May 1

Spring 2025 Summer 2025 Autumn 2025

Application completion deadline December 1, 2024 April 15, 2025 July 15, 2025
Undergraduate Admissions



Application deadlines (transfers)

International deadlines are October 1 for spring and March 1 for Autumn; Summer entry is not an option.

Regional campuses

Columbus campus

Spring 2025 Summer 2025 Autumn 2025

Application completion deadline December 1, 2024 April 15, 2025 July 15, 2025

Spring 2025 Summer 2025 Autumn 2025

Application completion deadline November 1, 2024 March 1, 2025 May 15, 2025

Undergraduate Admissions
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School Counselor website

hscounselors.osu.edu

Undergraduate Admissions



Why request School Counselor Portal access?

• View student application status from your school for first-
year and CCP (decisions and merit scholarship awards for 
the Columbus campus)

• Course schedules for currently enrolled CCP students

• Grades for students who have completed OSU CCP courses

• First year student enrollment to verify who needs a final 
high school transcript

Undergraduate Admissions



School Counselor Portal
• Login security is driving the OSU process. Keeping sensitive student 

data is critical.

• Access is not granted immediately, please plan 2-3 business days. 
Remember to request it in advance of when you need it

• Counselor access will expire every year.  You will receive an email 30 
days prior to your expiration with a reminder to submit the same 
request form to renew your access annually.  Taking this step before 
your access expires will allow for a seamless renewal and less steps on 
your end.

Undergraduate Admissions



School Counselor 
Portal - *New*

Why?
• Still prefer electronic submission
• Alternative to emailing transcripts

Please avoid sending multiple 
copies!!!

Undergraduate Admissions



School Counselor Portal - *New*
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School Counselor Portal - *New*
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Admission requirements and 
application review
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New First Year Student Admission factors
 (Columbus campus applicants)  

• Successful completion of Ohio State's minimum college prep requirements

• High school performance (class rank or GPA), including participation in 
accelerated programs like Honors, AP and IB; Ohio State does not have 
minimum requirements for class rank or GPA

• Standardized test score (ACT or SAT); Ohio State does not have minimum 
requirements for ACT or SAT scores. Optional for 2025

More: undergrad.osu.edu

Undergraduate Admissions
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New First Year Student Admission factors
 (Columbus campus applicants)  
• Experiences that demonstrate 

leadership or engaged involvement 
(e.g., co-curricular activities, work 
experiences or military service)

• Status as a first-generation college 
student

• Demonstration of outstanding talent in 
a particular area

• Ability/commitment to contribute to 
and engage with a campus 
community of people with a wide 
variety of lived experiences

• Demonstrated personal qualities 
of collaboration, determination and 
resilience

• High school performance if adversely 
affected by physical, mental or learning 
environment factors

• Eligibility for and likelihood 
of benefiting from organized support 
services at Ohio State

More: undergrad.osu.edu

Undergraduate Admissions
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New First Year Student Admission factors
 (regional campus applicants)  

o Successful high school graduation from chartered high 
school or equivalent

Note: Home-schooled applicants must submit an approved 
“excuse from attendance” verification (or equivalent) provided by a 
local school district or state official.)

More: undergrad.osu.edu/regional-campuses/admission

Undergraduate Admissions
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Test optional frequent questions
Q: Is the test optional policy permanent?
A: No, the pilot will continue through applicants applying for AU25. A decision about 
the policy beyond AU25 will be made in early 2025.

Q: Is there guidance about if I should include test scores?
A: Ohio State’s middle 50% for the admitted class was 28-33 ACT and 1340 -1490 
SAT. This can be a guide around the decision to submit scores. Since there is no cut 
off, decisions are contingent upon the composition of the applicant pool.
 
Q: Can I change my mind after I submit my application? 
A: Students may change their selection until the Early Action deadline (Nov. 1) for EA 
applicants, and by Jan. 15 for regular decision applicants with no specific reason 
needed. After these deadlines, students may update their choice to no test 
considered if their test option is cancelled. 

 Undergraduate Admissions
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Admissions 
decisions

• Admit to the Columbus campus
• Admit to a regional campus (Ohio 

residents not admitted to the Columbus 
campus are automatically admitted to an 
Ohio State regional campus (Optioned))

• Deny to the Columbus campus (non-
residents and international)

• Defer to be considered again during the 
Spring review once all applications are 
received

Undergraduate Admissions
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Changes to ACT/SAT testing
SAT
• The College Board adopted a digital approach to the SAT and 

PSAT as of March 2024. 
• Exams are shorter and are delivered on the computer (no more 

paper and pencil exams)

ACT
• Scores are now being delivered with a super score if students 

have tested more than once (Ohio State does not currently super 
score – best test from a single test date)

• More changes coming for ACT in spring 2025
Undergraduate Admissions
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Proof of English proficiency

• TOEFL (internet-based test or internet-based 
test Home Edition): 79 or higher

• IELTS or IELTS Indicator: 6.5 or higher

• ACT: 21 or higher on the English section

• SAT: 27 or higher on the Reading Test

• Duolingo: 120 or higher

Undergraduate Admissions
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English proficiency exemption

• Completed three full years of school at a U.S. regionally 
accredited high school 

• Citizen of, or have received a bachelor’s degree from, 
Australia, Belize, British Caribbean, British West Indies, 
Canada (except Quebec), England, Ghana, Guyana, Ireland, 
Liberia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Scotland, Singapore, the 
United States or Wales.

Undergraduate Admissions
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Visa Types

Visas you may encounter 
as a secondary school 

counselor

39

F-1

J-2

M-1 E-2

H-4

Undergraduate Admissions



F-1
The most common visa 
type for international 
student planning to study in 
the US. The “student visa”

40

J-2
The dependents of a J-1 
visa. J-1s are typically 
sponsored by an 
education or nonprofit 
accredited by the State 
Dept to participate in an 
exchange program. 

H-4
Non-immigrant visa for 
dependents of other H 
holders. 
Examples of H visa 
holders are seasonal 
workers from other 
countries or individuals 
with specialty occupations 
like doctors, IT 
professionals, and 
engineers. 

Visa Explanation

E-2

Dependent visa for E-1 visa. 
Visa is for investors, 
entrepreneurs, and certain 
employees of businesses

M-1
For international students 
wishing to pursue vocational or 
technical training in the US 

Cosmetology or culinary schools 
for example)

Undergraduate Admissions



Advising 
international 
students in 
your schools

41

1
Review appropriate deadlines and requirements

Deadlines, notifications, and 
application requirements can vary 
depending on applicant status

2

Academic and immigration records

Have student send copies of 
immigration documents. If there are 
international academic credentials, 
originals preferred. 

3
University Registrar and Residency

Student may be eligible for Ohio residency 
pending visa status and years enrolled at 
Ohio high school. *Regional campus 
eligibility

Undergraduate Admissions



Major 
updates

Additions:
Forensic anthropology 
(FORANTH-BS)

Education - Visual Impairment 
(VSIMEDU-BS)

Education – Primary education 
and visual impairment license 
(VIEDU-BS)

Undergraduate Admissions
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College of Engineering NFYS enrollment
• 10 majors open for direct enrollment 

• Admit to OSU = directly enroll as majors

• 4 majors remain competitive for enrollment and 
students apply/admitted as pre-majors:
• Aerospace Engineering
• Biomedical Engineering
• Computer Science and Engineering (ENG) / 

Computer and Information Science (ASC)
• Mechanical Engineering

• New - pathways

Undergraduate Admissions
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Engineering- Explore Paths

These pathways are not available for international students, regional campus or transfer 
students.

engineering.osu.edu/undergraduate/future-students/admissions/new-students

Business Analytics, Computation and Systems Integration ANLYCP-PRE

Biotechnology, Biosystems, PreMed BIOENG-PRE

Robotics, Space Systems, and Materials ROBSPC-PRE

Sustainability, Energy, and Infrastructure SUSTAI-PRE

Undergraduate Admissions
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College of Nursing Direct Enrollment Pathway
Top first year applicants interested in nursing will be considered for early 
admission to the BSN program. No longer an additional application or essay.

Minimum Criteria for consideration:
• Must be in top 5% of their graduating class
• Have 26 ACT Math or 610 SAT Math or higher
• If test not considered, strong performance in high school, including math.
• Admitted to the Columbus campus as a pre-major in nursing
• Students selected based on their admissions application

With the limited number of seats available for this option, we may not be able to offer Direct 

Enrollment to nursing for all qualified applicants.

Undergraduate Admissions
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College of Nursing Direct Enrollment Pathway
Process now managed by Undergraduate Admissions, in 
collaboration with the College of Nursing

Outcomes:
• Offered early admission: 220
• Enrolled: 65 (includes only students who accepted the offer in 

addition to paying the acceptance fee)

Undergraduate Admissions
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Honors and Scholars partnerships

30.3% (+6,552) increase 
in Honors applications

7,237 (+1,886) offers to 
University Honors

9 Honors decision release dates

10 seasonal honors reviewers

Honors Review and Selection

643 applicants

66 finalists

36 New Stamps Eminence registered 
 (27 from Ohio)

Goal for 2025 – 50 scholarship recipients 

Stamps Eminence Scholarship Program



Key updates for AU2025
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Campus visit opportunities

Daily visits
9 a.m. and 1 p.m.

New times posted on 
the 1st of each month

Buckeye Preview Programs
Oct. 18

Transfer Open House
Nov. 1

Virtual options
Available several 

times a month

campusvisit.osu.edu

Undergraduate Admissions
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Buckeye 
Student 
Leadership 
Academy

New cohort began in July – 
students from across Ohio

Application for Autumn 2026 
graduates opens in December

admissions.osu.edu/bsla/

Engagement from kick off in July 
– November. Engagement lunch 
during Buckeye Preview and 
Buckeye Bound programs



Buckeye Student 
Leadership 
Academy 

51

64 applied to Ohio State University by Early Action deadline 

63 (98.4%) admitted to Ohio State’s Columbus campus  

39 (61.9%) enrolled in AU24

2023 Cohort (AU24) 

136 applicants compared to 123 for 2023 

93 applicants offered admissions to the academy cohort 

88 have confirmed participation in the 2024 academy cohort 

2024 Cohort (AU25) 

Undergraduate Admissions



STARS network
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• Bus trips bring students from underrepresented counties in 
Appalachian Counties in Ohio

• Joint travel throughout the U.S. with other STARS institutions
• Buckeye Bound sessions for rural and small-town students
• Phone calls to each admitted students from rural area in Appalachian 

counties
• Monthly webinars about admissions, financial aid and student 

experience
• Visits to 37 high schools in Appalachian counties
• New rural and small-town student website

Results:
• 68% (+141) increase in admits from students attending 

rural high schools in 32 Appalachian counties

• 20% (+23) increase in enrolled students attending rural 

high schools in 32 Appalachian counties

• 19% (+290) increase in admits from students living in rural 

areas throughout Ohio

Rural and Small-Town 
Initiatives 

Undergraduate Admissions
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Honors and 
Scholars 
Programs

https://honors-scholars.osu.edu/

University honors:
• University wide program that provides choice of 

more than 200 honors courses, faculty 
engagement, concludes with honors thesis

Scholars programs: 
• 16 1-year residential programs center around a 

theme or area of study
• Open to all 1st year students regardless of major

Indicate interest on Common Application
Honors invitations offered December – March
Scholars invitations offered December - April

Scholars programs – 2 steps
• Invited to Scholars (either through direct interest 

or as a no to Honors)
• Student submits top 3 preferences
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Morrill 
Scholarship 
Program

https://odi.osu.edu/undergraduate/
msp

Seeking students who:
• contribute to campus diversity
• are actively engage as advocates and champions 
of diversity, inclusion, social justice and academic 
excellence on campus

In AU24, 364 registered students 
are part of MSP

Early action application strongly encouraged. 
Short answer question is part of the 
Common Application



Merit Scholarships and 
Financial Aid
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FAFSA and ScholarshipUniverse to open by 
December

FAFSA Priority Deadline – Feb. 15

ScholarshipUniverse priority deadline – Feb. 15
osu.scholarshipuniverse.com

Undergraduate Admissions
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University 
Merit 
Scholarships

https://undergrad.osu.edu/cost-and-
aid/merit-based-scholarships
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Regional Campus Updates

Diane Kanney
Director, Regional Campus Recruitment 
Strategies & Initiatives

Undergraduate Admissions



Why choose a 
regional campus?
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• Provides the same outstanding Ohio 
State education – students are Buckeyes 
from the first day

• Many degrees can be completed on a 
regional campus

• Provides a small, personalized 
experience

• Affordable option for many students
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AU24 Regional 
campus results
New first-year student enrollment in AU24 for 
regionals and ATI increased 19.2% over the 
past two years to 2,668 through renewed 
enrollment optimization efforts.



Supporting 
regional enrollment 
for AU24
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• Application fee waiver initiative (Oct – Dec 2023)
• Increase in optioned students in the early action 

rounds
• Mailed admit letters and new campus-specific 

brochure to first choice admits
• Mailed admit letters to optioned students
• Piloted direct enrollment communication from 

five colleges to optioned students

Results:
• 23.5% (+405) increase in complete first choice 

applications to regional campuses

• 17% (+1,110) increase in Ohio residents optioned to 

regional campuses after early action



Program  & campus updates

Mansfield Campus
New Bachelor’s Degree in Biology

Newark Campus
Renovated Founders Hall; now called 
Hodges Hall – home of Admissions



Visit 
opportunities

COUNSELOR EVENTS 

• Mansfield campus: Oct. 11

VISIT DAYS

• Vary by campus
• All campuses welcome personal visits 

GROUP VISITS

Undergraduate Admissions
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• Schedule varies by campus
• Engineering and potential STEM majors 



Application 
Process

APPLY USING THE REGIONAL CAMPUS APP 

• Open enrollment for OH residents
• Admission typically within 3 weeks
• Transcripts only needed for scholarship 

consideration

APPLY TO THE COLUMBUS CAMPUS

• All OH residents will be admitted to a 
campus

• Admission decision can take months 

APPLY USING THE RAPID APP

For those applying “late”

Undergraduate Admissions
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*Application Fee Waiver available 
October 1-December 1 for students 
applying directly to a regional campus



Campus 
Change or 
Transition 
Process

CREDITS MUST BE COMPLETED 

Typically takes two fulltime semesters.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE
NOTE: We do not round up.

SEAMLESS PROCESS
Same degree. Same diploma.

Undergraduate Admissions
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Bachelor of Science in 
Engineering Technology
Offered only on the Lima, Mansfield, Marion 
and Newark campuses
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It’s a great career path for 
students who want to: 
• Analyze and solve complex 

problems

• Consult on development and 
innovation of new products

• Optimize and automate 
processes

• Develop business and 
leadership skills to advance their 
careers
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Traditional engineering Engineering technology
Application based

Practical/action oriented

Hands-on learning

Problem-solving focus

Cross-functional, integrated focus

Systems based

Business application focused

Time-critical projects

Operations analysis

Theory based

Conceptual

Abstract learning

Programmatically based

Narrow focus

Design based

Scientifically focused

Long-term projects

Design analysis
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Connect with us!
Lima Campus: Georgia Bass.248

Mansfield Campus: Jennifer Fry.249

Marion Campus: Ashley Marsh.2282

Newark Campus: Wes Grunden.24

Wooster Campus: Dave Dietrich.114



Questions? 

Undergraduate Admissions
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• High school counselor website 
(check status of students)
hscounselors.osu.edu

• Admissions Overview and Tour
campusvisit.osu.edu

• Explore majors
majors.osu.edu

Connect with Ohio State

Undergraduate Admissions



NACAC 2025

Undergraduate Admissions
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• Join us in Columbus for NACAC – Sept. 18-20, 
2025 

• Goal is to have school counselors from all 88 
Ohio counties

• Ohio State specific tours and information 
sessions scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 17

• Local arrangement co-chairs:
• Austin Martin, The Ohio State University
• Kathy Moore, Upper Arlington High School



Ohio 
Counselor Day

Undergraduate Admissions
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• Join us in Columbus for our annual Ohio 
Counselor Day

• Designed for new school counselors or 
counselors who have not done an official 
campus visit recently 

• Mark your calendar for March 20, 2025

• Questions? Contact John Bates at 
bates.494@osu.edu



Undergraduate 
Admissions

undergrad.osu.edu

askabuckeye@osu.edu

Undergraduate Admissions
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Please share your evaluation of today’s program using this QR code. 
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